Artists Residency Programme (ARP)

The Process Room                                                                    
West Wing, First Floor Galleries, Irish Museum of Modern Art

 

The function of the Process Room is to reveal the processes in the creation, exhibition and consideration of contemporary art, which are often hidden from the public.  The Process Room facilitates access to the ongoing practice of artists currently on residence at IMMA.  This residency programme is located in the studios adjacent to the main Museum building where several studios are allocated to both national and international artists. The Process Room is used on a rotating basis and artists participating on ARP receive a two-week period to display their developing projects from their studio practice.  Alexandra Do Carmo has divided her time in the Process Room in order to display two installations consecutively for each week she shows there, from 16/May until 28/May 2006.
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ALEXANDRA DO CARMO
16 to 21 May 2006

 

Untitled (from the 2006 drawing series)

Drawing, pencil on paper, 49 x 33 cm, series unfinished 

 

In the 2006 drawing series, one is lead through a narrative; the author is being portrayed as a chimpanzee.  In each drawing he looks directly at the viewer.  Inside his eyes, like a mirror image, one can see a studio scenario; a table, a chair, a window; initially the position of the chair creates the look and/or facial expression of the monkey.

 

The image of the author changes from that of a single monkey unable to see the outside of his own actions and his own space to an active and social being.  Using the metaphor of the subject [as or not as] a monkey, Do Carmo progressively transforms this being into one interested in collective engagement and social activity, opening his studio practice to the exterior.

 

The drawings are progressively showing a figure in relation to the expanding and contracting architectural elements of the studio.  Further on in the series, one can see that the monkey is no longer in an inside space but outside his studio, seeing three other monkeys that he invites inside.  As the search for the ”other” continues and the narrative develops, the four monkeys are not monkeys anymore; the passage from an individual self-enclosed practice to a collective open one is turning visible as the drawing reveals a similarity to the human figure and actually depicts four figures developing a project together inside the studio that once belonged to a single one.  The drawings contain notations of perceived mistakes as a testimonial to the drawing process, becoming closer to a diagrammatic situation or a plan for a real construction.

 

The floor of the process room is covered with gravel from the outside of the Museum.

 

For more information on any aspect of the Artists Residency Programme please contact Janice Hough, Artists Residency Programme Co-ordinator, Tel + 353-1-612 9905 or Email janice.hough@imma.ie, Website www.imma.ie.







