Artists’ Residency Programme (ARP)

The Process Room
West Wing, First Floor Galleries, Irish Museum of Modern Art

The Process Room facilitates access to the ongoing practice of artists currently on residence at IMMA.  This residency programme is located in the studios adjacent to the main Museum building where several studios are allocated to both national and international artists.  The Process Room is used on a rotating basis by the artists participating on the programme. 
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David Godbold
Studio 14_ U.K/Ireland

No thoughts
29.06.09 – 12.07.09


Given that David Godbold’s well-established practice is based upon a complex layering of inter-textual quotation – dominated by language and humor – it is somewhat ironic that he has spent the past couple of years endeavoring to achieve an artistic and intellectual position equivalent to a sort-of existential nothingness. 

In his current body of work he expresses an interest in Charles Baudelaire’s metaphysical conception of surnaturalisme; a point, or non-physical place of transcendence, beyond the ‘grey flats of the everyday’, achievable, according to Baudelaire, with a rigorous (but combustible) combination of ‘art, prayer and drugs’. Godbold’s last major Irish exhibition (Kerlin Gallery, 2008) literally took this as its title and experimented with conceptual, imagistic and painterly solutions to a like objective.  The central work of his Process Room, No thoughts, 2007-9, is a large canvas on which he has been working for the past two years, and through its calligraphic repetition and faux-sublime imagery he attempts to construct a dialogue around the idea of nothing as an all-consuming something.

Formally Godbold’s recent paintings are loosely based on the mimetic structures of 16th and 17th century Netherlandish and German landscape drawings and prints, but they are as strongly influenced by low-grade mid-20th century mass culture, such as four-colour textile prints and wallpaper, as well as its impact on Pop Art. This collision and re-intergration of cultures is characteristic of his greater practice, which fuses high and low art, image and text, the melancholy with the humorous and the past with the present.

Godbold (born U.K. lives and works in Ireland) has exhibited extensively with recent solo shows in Antwerp, Dublin, Hong Kong, Munich, New York and San Francisco. He is currently working towards an exhibition for the Butler Gallery in Kilkenny. His work is represented in Ireland by Kerlin Gallery, Dublin and is included in the collection of The Irish Museum of Modern Art. Further information can be found at www.kerlin.ie. 

For more information about the Artists’ Residency Programme please contact Jennifer Phelan, ARP Co-ordinator, Tel + 353-1-612 9905 or jen.phelan@imma.ie  Website  www.imma.ie
David Godbold, No Thoughts, 2007-9, acrylic on canvas, 165 x 275cm. Courtesy the artist and Kerlin Gallery, Dublin.








